Filming a Huge Air Picture—

Robert Taylor gets s lesson im blipd-Mying in the Link Orientator st Randolph Field—a sale amd

sane meethod,

CREAM-COLORED Bellanca
A cabin plane skimmed over the

West Point of the Air and
settled down on Randolph Field, Texas.
Hundreds of civilian and army specta-
tors rushed out to greet the pilot, The
cabin door opened and the crowd
cheered,

It was Wallace Reory!

The 2M-pound movie actor, who iz a
lientenant-commander in the Resarve
MNaval Air Service, astepped lightly to
the ground.

“Where's your Navy uniform, Mr.
Beery ™" romeone ashed,

“I'm toe smart to land at an Army
airport in a Navy uniform,” he laughs.

And that ineldent marked the event
when the harbinger of the Metro-Gold-
wyn-Mayer company swooped down on
Randolph Field to film the mighty
acrial spectacle, “The West Point of
the Air™
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ITHIN two days after Beery

alighted at the $12,000000 Army
fiying field, fifly Hollywoodites with ten
tong of ecquipment were on  location,
working like mad. (That being an old
Hollywood custom.) Among the per-
sonnel were Mauwreen O'Sullivan, Lewis
Stone, Robert Young and Director Dick
Rossan,

Included in the tons of equipment
was a giant generator for the lighting
pyatem to provide sufficient electricity
to illaminate the entire 2,300-aere field.
Amnother unit of the technical produc-
tion equipment was a portable sound-
recording system., With this system,
Jim Brock and Ted Raymond, sound
engineers, recorded 40,000 feet of air-

Director Richard Resssn, in lesther jacket near camers, directs ihe scltion,

plane noizes to be “dubbed™ to alr foot-
age at the California studio.

In npir shots, sound and image most
be recorded separately inasmuch as
sound apparatus on the ground is not
sufficiently senzitive te pick up the
gouinds of ships in the sky. Accordingly,
Brock and Raymond obtained sounds of
all types of airplane-motor nolses in
every kind of performance, including
taxiing, taking off, zooming, looping,
banking, and power diving. These
sounds were fitted to appropriate scenes
in the studie's film-editing room.,

The motion picture industry’s two

by
EDWARD B. COPE

mast famous aerial  photographers,
Charles Marshall and Harold Perrey,
ghot the majority of the formation-
fMlight scenes in “The West Point of the
Air™  Joseph Valentine, who iz con-
sidered tops when it comes to phote-
graphing women, also was among the
eight camera units shooting pictores of
cadet officers amd airplanes,

*“That,"” commented Jeff Davis, San
Antonio newspaper eolumnist, “is just
another example of the customary movie
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practicality !

In Californmia, studio eqguipment has
the right of way. Setzs are thrown to-
gether, Then noisily torn down, Then
thrown together again. Tons of equip-
ment are slammed around in the hurly-
burly of Hollywood. But thiz condition
did net prevail at Randolph Field

You eee, M.-G.-M.'z contract with the
government provided that no Federal
property was to be damaged in any
way. Then, there was to be no Inter-
ruption of the Army personnel by un-
due noise or disturbanee, (8o the yes-
men just nodded their heads.) On top

Wallsee Beery. allas “Bie Mike™

Robert Yeumg, Henry Wadsworth amd Emssell Haredle

gives a littke hangar fying imeirecin 0 a groap of eadeis—

Caméra ml lelt and microphone over

Heery's head.



in the Field and Studios

N THIS article, the oauthor ez-

poses all of the mechanical and
photographis fricks-of-the-trade em-
ploged in the production of « big
film play, In particulor, the slory
fells how the picture, “The Waest
Pomnt of the Air" was produced at
Randolpk Field, the primary train-
ing school of the U, 5. Army Air
Corjs.

And in this story, the admirers of
Wallace Beery, o transport pilot and
efficer in the novy, will gel some new

dope on their film kero,

of all this there was the little item of
n 100,000 cash bond.

Bo Director Rosson impressed upon
hiz “grips” not to leave a scratch on
any of Uncle Bam’: highly polizhed
floors. Literal and figurative kid gloves
were much in evidence, In the School
of Aviation Medicine, the technicians
wore tennis shees and all equipment,
even the A4D0-pound sound chmeras,
were moved on straining, indignant

shoulders.
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T WAS in thiz same Echool of Avia-

tion Medicine that five “student offi-
cers"—Robert Young, Russell Hardie,
Henry Wadsworth, Robert Livingston
and Hobert Taylor—were put through
the mill, where all recruits are exam-
ined by the uwse of a number of instru-
ments, devices, amd gadgets

Ae the cameras whirred, the five
voung actors were put through their
paces. They were spun in an electrical
whirling chair and then put under their
own power. None was able to walk the
dezignmated chalkline. In fact, zeveral
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A m:hrul.r Tormatbon Akght aver ihe Administratien Building, HEandalph
Field, A formation of 34 plames spells omg the letters: U
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Principsls in the casi Hned up before startlng eui om the day's ﬂli lﬂ!"‘l‘ T RIGHT: Major

Harms, Hamndoiph Fleld Offleer: Maoreen O"Sullivan,
'lu'i'l.'lllnr Beery, Lewis Sitane, {'-lrr-lln Aunky Hirickland. Liroiennnt L'nkl E-ith.

Director Rich Elﬂn; on wingl.
shert Yeung and

Emssell Hardie.

fell Alat on the fAoor when they tried to
stand up.

On the insistence of an Army med-
ical officer, Beery was placed in the
chair to determine whether the Navy
aviator “could take it." He could and
did,

But the real martyr of the day was
Bob Livingston. The director had great
difficulty in getting a satisfactory pie-
ture of Livingston in the whirling chair,
As a result, he was twirled intermit-
tently for more than an hour. When
the cameramen finally got a satisfae-

tory shot, Liv-
ingston was @
wreck. He
flopped on an
Army cot  and
- didn't move for
an houar,
* % W
LOUD forma-
mations
plaved an ex-
tremely impor-
tant part in the
filming of the fly-
ing sequences of
the picture that
Hollywood will
probably eall
“eologsal."

When the sky
was the desired
shade of blue and
had the requisite
number of
feanther - like
clouds, the movie
company would
take to the air,

CE AL And not one min-

ute before! Omn days when con-
ditions were just =0, hundreds of Army
eraft would drone over the largest fly-
ing eenter in the world

Perhaps the most outstanding forma-
tion was thirty-six planes, flying in the
letters “U. 8. A." That sequence will
most likely be used in the last few min-
utes of “The West Point of the Air,”
when an aerisl review is supposed to be
in progress,

One day, daring the three weeks
M.-G.-M. was on location, the director
had everything arranged for a plane
to make & bod landing and go over on
its back. The cameras were set up—
“Monkicd” with—Taken down—Moved
—Bet up again. The director signaled
the stunt flyer thut everything was
okay,

The crate come bounding all over the
field making “porpoise” landinga but
could not wham over. Such flop-overs,
according to William F. Salathe, Army
aviation editor of a Ban Antonic news-
paper, “happen quite frequently in
flight training" without even the atu-
dent pilet’s helf trying.

Angther scene in the picture was the
depicting of a student’s overturning a
training plane affer striking a hay
stack in an emergency landing field
pnear the Air Corps Primary Flying
School, To be sure of the desired after-
effect, Kosepon had the plane placed on
its back with a crane. Several of the
spectacular mishaps, which will be
flashed on screens all over the world
wereg made in miniature. The risk,



10

studio officials sighed, was too great for
the flyer.

But one stunt that was wol o fake
was a land-plane dipping its wing tips
alternately in the Guadalupe River, as
the flyer skimmed over the surface,

While on this river location, the
company shot scensz of ground troops
and Air Corpa pilots in peace-time war
maneuvers. The sequence called for the
construction of a pontoon bridge with
anti-aireraft guns, tanks, scatiered
ground activities, and marching troops
taking part. In all, 32,000 feet of film
wa3 shot here; lesg tham a thousand
feet of it will be used.

N ONE part of the 3600,000 air epie,

Beery, as & hard-boiled instructor,
gave B hangar lesson in flying to &
group of cadets. In this sequence Beery
climbed into the rear cockpit of a plane
and erdered one of the cadets into the
front seat. Beery then began explain-
ing what makes the ship fly and how
it is operated.

Being an experienced flyer himself,
Beery was perfectly at home in this
shot. As the seene waos repeated seven
or eight times, the hefty movie star
seldom repeated the same lines; he “ad-
libbed"™ with the natural easze of a real
flying instroctor,

When the scene was completed amdd
the day's work ended, hundreds of
Beery's admirers surged aroond him
demanding autographs. He obliged until
he was blue in the face. A friemd of
hig spirited him away from the clamor-
ing mob to the peace and quiet of the
Officer’s Club.

But even that move didn't give the
actor any relief. For the small daugh-
ter of an officer was waiting for him,
with her pen and signature book in
hand. Bhe approached Beery for an
autograph.

“111 tell you what 1'11 do, young
lady,” the Californian said, not want-
ing to hurt the child's feelings; “I'll
sign your autograph book if you'll show
me whe elze has signed it for you,"

Heery presumed the book contained
the sipnatures of a few of the child's
girl chums, She ouickly thombed
through her book; the first names
Beery's eyes fell on were those of Sec-
retary of War Deen, General Danforth,
Wiley Post and General Pershing!
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ALLACE BEERY, who holds a

transport pilot's license in addi-
tion to his Mavy reserve commizsion, is
Ygold” on private flying. He explained
that he had reeently ordered a new
Bellanca, equipped with flaps for land-
ing in short fields. His new plane will
have o cruising range sufficiently great
go that he will only have to make two
stopg on a flight from California to
Mew York.

When the location shots for “The
West Point of the Air" were completed,
Beery dipped his wings in & reluctant
good-by to Sanm Antonic, then few
straight to the United Airport in Los
Angeles, where he keeps his plane.

Trking an pciunl Right picture of 8 treining plane Oylng over & lse-up of 80 U.S. plands at Ban-

delph Field. The

HE complete sereen story told in

“The West Point of the Air"™ was
written by Liesutenant Commander
Wend, retired, who has worked on
many movie storfes, A, J. Beckhard and
Harold Buekley., After several rewrit-
ings, in order that it would meet the
approval of the United States War De.
partment, the air epic tells the follow-
ing tale:

SBergeant “Big Mike" Stone {Beery)
is one of the best flying instructors at
Randolph Field, while his =on, “Little
Mike” (Young), Iz o football hero dur-
ing his attendance at West Point. Little
Mike and Skip Carter (Misz 0°Sul-
livan), childhood sweetheartis, are prac-
tically engaged, much to the joy of
Brother Phil Carter and General Carter
{Lewis Stone).

Because of his football prowess and
his popularity, Little Mike is very con-
caited. Then vampish Dare Marshall,
a discontented society matron, becomes
interested in him,

After being graduated at West Point,
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A closp-up of Wallace Beery whe Is 5 trensport
pidot and n Licwtenant Commonder ia ibe Hee
werve Malional Abr Rerviee, A real avistion [an.

cameres are on ihe dlevated platform sl the right, only alighily below the plame.

FPhil, Little Mike, and their three best
friends are sent to Randolph Field for
their training. Little Mike shows great
ability and promises to be one of the
beszt flyers in the Army, One of the
hoys has to leave beenwze of hiz lack
of nerve,

The erueial day is when the boys
must sole for sixty hoors in arder to
earn their wings. 0On the day beflore
Little Mike is to take his test, he asks
Skip to go out with him. She refuses,
saying that he needs hia rest. He is
still too cocky to take advice, and he
becomes angry. It iz just at this june-
ture that Dare arrives. She has taken
g house newr the flying field, and Mike
goes with her and epends the night at
her house, .

They return to the field in her car
on the following morning. Phil is tak-
ing hia test, and he fails to see the car
until it iz teo late. To avoid hitting it,
he cracks up his ship, As a result of
the accident, he loses a leg. Then an-
other of Mike's fiends has a crack-up,
and thiz young man iz burned to death
in his plane.

Little Mike loses his nerve, and is
afraid to go wp. His father practically
forces him to go, and when Little Mike
iz taking off, he flies too low over the
hangar and loses hiz landing gear. Big
Mike sees this and has a pilst take
him up and drop him into his son's
ghip. There he tells Littie Mike to glide
to the ground,

Little Mike hasn't enough nerve to
do this, 2o his father suecessfully brings
the ship down, Little Mike tells his
father that he iz through with the
Army and flying. In order to shut the
boy up so that the officers won't hear
him, Big Mike knoecks him out. For
striking a superior officer, the zergeant
iz court-martialed, and dishonorably
dismissed from the Army.

Big Mike takes a job with a cheap
commercial flying company, and it iz
there thgt Little Mike comes to see him
and make hiz peace, He tells his father
that he knows that he (Little Mike) is
vellew and ean't fly, 20 he is leaving
the Army and going East with Dare,
who s getting a divoree, Big Mike

{Concluded on poge GO)
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the upper wing only, This alloy is also
used for the trailing edge of the lower
plane, starting behind the strut connec-
tion. Gasoline tanks are enclosed
within both the uwpper and lower wing
panels. It is notable that the inter-
plane bracing is entirely of the sirat
type without the wse of wires so that
thesa struts handle both the fiying and
landing loads.

The tail surfaces are of the canti-
lewer type, covered with a skin of
248T alloy, the elevator and rudder
hinges being fitted with ball bearings.
The tail group is supported by a full
swiveling tail wheel mounted on an oleo
strut shock-absorber.  All the tail sur-
faces as well as the roots of the wings
are filleted into the fuselage at the
paint of attachment,

The Wasp “C" engine iz rated at
450 hop. at an elevation of 6,000 feet.

It iz ecovered with o fll MN.ACA.
housing.
SPECIFICATIONS

P T 1 | e e e el e e, 2T-6"
Upper wWing BpaM. ... oo 2E-0"
Lower Wing Spalle....cceccoeeeo. T =67
Wing-loading ................2L3 lbs./sq. fi.
Power-loading ... L1158 b hp
Grogs Welght om0 0 Ths,
Empty weight ..oooevvevrerre v et g i 18,
Payload .o 1,170 g,

feels terribly about this; but hiz son
claims he can't fly in the Army maneu-
vers—he hasn't the nerve to go up to
drop fares,

On the night of the maneuvers, Little
Mike iz with Dare. BSuddenly Skip
comes in and tells Mike that he owes
it to Phil and to his father not to quit,
They walk putside and Mike sees Big
Mike flying ina flimsy crate, dropping
flares.

The son dashes to the airport and
gets into his ship. He tries to get hiz
father to land before the old plane falls
apart, One of the wings gives and the
ship hurtles into a lake, a burning mass.
Risking hizs life, Little Mike drags his
father to safety. He knows now that
he isn't vellow, after all, and that he
can fly,

This is demonstrated to the satisfae-
tion of everyone who can wview the
stunting and fiying that is shown.

Big Mike iz reinatated through the
efforts of General Carter and he is the
one to pin the wings on Little Mike.
Then, like all Hollywood epics, the
juveniles are happily reunited. As they
hold the final embrace, hundreds of air-
planes fly past in o stupendous, mon-
strous, gigantic, colozsal, and mediocre
aerial review.

END.

for commercial purposes. 1 remember
having had the pleasure of flying for
the Government back in the year of
1419, at which time Grant Park was
uged for o landing field; and although
we had no serious accidents, the loca-
tion of the field was not practical

“Except on days when we had winds
from the East, flying conditions ware
very bad; visibility was very poor be-
cauze of amoke and mist. Take-off's
toward the loop were almost always
congidered dangervus; of course, planes
are much higher powersd these days,
which would make it a lot safer.

“Az | understand the proposed island
airport construction, the West boun-
dary of the field will be just one mile
from Michigan Avenue. Thiz means
that the modern commercial transport
plane taking off at 100 M.P.H. would
be over the loop aream within 45 see-
ends after the wheels lifted from the
ranway, Should any Lrouble develogp
in that firgt minute, it would be al-
most impogsible to make a safe land-
ing; of course, we must admit the
sume conditions prevail at the present
Municipal Ajeport when planes take
off toward an Easterly direetion.”
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Wo. & (Oficial and Pilot, a man
without a doubt who knows more than
any other official or pilot in this area

The AUGUST
Issue ... ...

readers alike, will find much of interest in the August
mare of POPULAR AVIATION, on the front cover,
rear cover and between covers. We have some acticles
treating on some brand-new subjects that will hold
theetr miterest and nl'tqntinu.

Our Photo Phans will find a lot of dope on the Sop-
with Camel, that wartime celebrity, starting with a
full colored picture on the front cover and then follow-
ing through to an interesting description of this noble
little ship on the inside pages. There will be some
rare photos accompanying the article which will be of
interest.

Then, there will be a highly instructive article on
the merits and demerits of the two-cycle engine, an
ﬂ'lg'ille type that is now being sericusly consdered by
the aviation industry, There will be a lot of nstruc.
tive matter on lightplane construction and design, an
instructive fight story and mach new dam in ﬂu ald
departments which have proved so popular in the
past. You must Bet your copy of the August issie
and the surest way is to subscribe,
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